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JAMES AMPHLETT AND SAMUEL
TAYLOR COLERIDGE.

(HE memorial volume, as we may call
it, of James Amphlett of Shrewsbury

I is a curious assemblage of odds and
ends. Dying in i860, he had been
for more than sixty years a journalist,

but his 149 pages of reminiscences are eked out with
indifferent verses and other matter, poor and extrane-
ous to his subject. The title-page is promising:

'The Newspaper Press, in part of the last
century and up to the present period of i860.
The recollections of James Amphlett, who has
been styled the Father of the Press, extending
over a period of sixty years in connexion with
newspapers, London and the country . . .
London: Whittaker & Co. and W. Wardle,
Shrewsbury, i860.'

The book has now become rare, and does not appear
in the British Museum catalogue. The Dedica-
tion ' T o the Editor of "The Times'" is dated
'Severn Cottage, Shrewsbury, February i860,'and
a notice of Amphlett's death at the age of eighty-
four on 19th July of that year shows that it occurred
before the book was in the hands of the public.
He was the son of a Baptist pastor, and was
intended for a ministerial career, but a debate in
which he took part at school convinced him of the
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JAMES AMPHLETT. 35

error of dissent, and he became a staunch church-
man and conservative. As a boy he witnessed the
' Church and King' riots at Birmingham, when the
laboratory of Joseph Priestly was destroyed by the
ignorant mob, who regarded his tubes and retorts
as conclusive evidence of his * dealings with the
devil'! He mentions that visitors to Birmingham
who wore shoestrings instead of buckles were often
pelted in the streets by the native sticklers for
propriety in costume.

Mr. Amphlett was editor of the 'Staffordshire
Advertiser ' and afterwards of the ' Lincoln News '
and of the ' Shrewsbury Journal,' but contributed
to various other papers in London and in the
provinces. In 1802 he was writing for the
'Monthly Mirror' over the signature of 'Civis.'
His ' Idle Hours' were appearing at the same time
as Kirk White's ' Melancholy Hours,' and the two
writers had some allusions to each other. He was
mixed up with several libel actions, and in relation
to one of them had an interview with the first
Sir Robert Peel, who observed, ' You will live to
see Birmingham and all the large towns return
Members to Parliament.' This was said in 1820,
when the party to which Peel belonged was bitterly
opposed to Parliamentary Reform. Amphlett had
some acquaintance with William Godwin and
Thomas Holcroft. His reporting experiences in-
clude the description of prize-fights and, what is
even more curious, of a ' hawking match' of the
Duke and Duchess of St. Albans in 1829.

Judged by its title and by the opportunities of
its writer, the book is a very disappointing per-
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36 JAMES AMPHLETT AND

formance, but there are some interesting references
to Coleridge. From 1811 to 1813 Amphlett was
in London, and had a sister whose husband was a
friend of the poet, who resided with them for a
short time. He writes:

' I frequently met Mr. Coleridge there and
Charles Lamb, a kind of Lion's provider. In the
midst of the profound thought and mystic lore,
Lamb, who [sic] would often break in with what
his hostess called a skit, shewing the proximity
of the great and the little, testing the sublime by
the ridiculous. One night I chanced to have a
Leicester newspaper in my pocket, containing
a speech made by the celebrated Robert Hall, at a
platform meeting of the advocates of the Bible
Society; Coleridge read it with great interest,
and remarked, how ingeniously Hall dealt with
the argument in a circle. He afterwards said,
" These platform meetings, where clergymen and
dissenting ministers come into competition as to
which should bid the highest for support in
religious zealots, and puritanical enthusiasts;
these circumstances, he said, would lead to a
low church, and a high church wider apart, than
ever yet was known,—one leaning to the lati-
tudinarian services of the dissenters, and the
other, to the ceremonials of the Roman Catholics."
This was the effect: of what he said in general
language and the prediction has been verified.'

There is also a curious anecdote about Street, at
one time editor of the • Courier.'

'One of his brightest days,' Mr. Amphlett
observes, ' was that on which he gave a splendid
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dinner to Madame Catalini, when he sported
the elegant service presented to him by the
Prince Regent. Coleridge was there and he
told me that there was " nothing in his wines so
humble as port and he called for a bottle to
shame him."'

Perhaps the most interesting passage in Amphlett's
olla podrida is the following account of Coleridge's
Shakesperian lectures.:

« While editing the " Rifleman," a folio Sunday
paper, selling at eightpence halfpenny, I attended
a lecture given by Mr. Coleridge at a room in
Fetter Lane, and I now copy from the above
paper in the year 1812, the following sketch of
the address.

* This gentleman's course of lectures on Shakes-
peare is drawing towards a close, and the town
will be speedily deprived of one of the most
intellectual treats which it has experienced for a
number of years. These lectures, though in a
select circle, well supported, have not been
attended with that degree of success which
ought, perhaps, to have been expected from so
enlightened a city as the capital of Great Britain.
But there are some considerations which will
qualify any charge of apparent deficiency of the
public taste. The present course is given in the
city, and in the winter; a time when snow, and
rain, and dirt, and fogs, muster such an advanced
guard of uncomfortable enemies to London life,
that the citizen is content to encounter the
privations of mind, with the fireside weapons
of cards and tobacco. " Fetter Lane," where,
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during the winter months, the sun is " invisible,
or dimly seen," has no inviting sound to the
delicate ears of the west end of the town.
The literati there, considered, perhaps, that the
lecturer ought to have come " betwixt the
smoke and their nobility."

' We have always been aware that a man of
Mr. Coleridge's powers of mind, could never in
a lefture, do himself anything like justice. So
refining and multifarious are his habits of thought,
that he cannot subject even his pen to any order
or arrangement in his subject. In his writings
we find him continually changing his course, to
catch the interesting impulse of some new
thought, elicited from, or crossing his subject.
There is only one thing in him that is certain,
and that is, though his subject should be physics,
a metaphysical conclusion. It is his governing
tendency, and beats him out of that which is
simple into that which is complex ; from individu-
alities to generalities, in defiance of himself.

'There is another peculiarity in him which
ought to be particularised, and which seems to
be an illustration of the affinity that is said to
exist in extremes. If he begins on any particular
passion or principle, he commonly works about
it, from some strange and incomprehensible
impetus, till he involves himself in a mass or
nebulous matter, that is as remote from the
nature of his text as possible! A great portion
of one of his lectures, on the passion of love (as
exemplified in Juliet) consisted in a decomposi-
tion of the characteristics of garrulous age; and
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of contrasted powers and habits of memory, in
educated and uneducated minds. He pursued
this mining1 enquiry till love was lost in the
boundless wilds of thought; and Shakespeare
himself disappeared in the ocean of human
nature. But all these things are rather a proof
of Mr. Coleridge's powers of mind than anything
else. If the female part of his audience be
sometimes disappointed they are sometimes as
agreeably surprised. For a cross wind and

^current of feeling, will frequently drive the
lecturer from the most rugged and masculine
philosophy, into the calm and captivating con-
fines of the circle of the affections, and influences
of the heart.'

This may take its place by the side of Crabb
Robinson's description of these lectures, which were
marvels of intellectual power—and irrelevance.

WILLIAM E. A. AXON.

1 Perhaps a mistake for ' minor'; the book swarms with errata.
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